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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

 
 

Illinois Independent Telephone   ) 
Association      ) 
       ) Docket No. 00-0233 
Petition for initiation of an investigation  ) 
of the necessity of and the establishment  ) 
of a Universal Service Support Fund in  ) 
accordance with Section 13-301(d)   ) 
of the Public Utilities Act    ) 
       ) 
Illinois Commerce Commission   ) 
On its Own Motion     ) 
       ) Docket No. 00-0335 
Investigation into the necessity of and, if  ) 
appropriate, the establishment of a Universal  ) 
Support Fund pursuant to Section 13-301(d) ) ) 
of the Public Utilities Act    ) 
 
 

RESPONSE OF AMERITECH ILLINOIS TO HARRISONVILLE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY’S PETITION TO REOPEN ON THE COMMISSION’S OWN MOTION 

 
Ameritech Illinois submits the following response to Harrisonville Telephone Company’s 

(“Harrisonville”) Petition asking the Commission to reopen the rehearing in this proceeding on 

its own motion.  Harrisonville contends that it is necessary to reopen the proceeding because of 

the “discovery” of evidence presented by Verizon on which the Commission purportedly “relied 

heavily in making the ‘affordable rate’ conclusions” in its the September 18, 2001 Order.   

Harrisonville’s petition should be denied.  First, there is no new “discovery” of 

evidence that could not have been readily discovered through either discovery requests or 

by examination of publicly available records.  Harrisonville argues that it discovered 

during cross examination at the December 18, 2001 hearing that Verizon South offers flat 

rate service in “certain Verizon South exchanges” that is lower than Harrisonville’s 

“existing weighted average rate.”  Petition, para. 2, p. 2.  This information was readily 
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available through discovery or through examination of publicly available tariffs as 

Harrisonville implicitly concedes by referencing Verizon South’s tariff.  Id.  It is not new 

evidence that would warrant reopening this proceeding.   

Second, the Commission itself did not choose to examine only “certain” Verizon 

South exchanges as Harrisonville is now seeking to have the Commission do.  Rather, the 

Commission stated: 

No parties refuted that the majority of Verizon’s service territory, particularly 
the territory upon which Verizon’s affordable rate was calculated, is 
comparable to IITA members with respect to customer density, economic 
demographics, and operational requirements.  The rate is also reasonably 
comparable to rates in urban areas.  Moreover, this rate is affordable today, as 
Verizon’s customers presently pay the rates proposed by Verizon witness Dr. 
Beauvais. 

 

September 18, 2001 Order, p. 32. 

Third, Harrisonville’s approach, if adopted by the Commission, would misfocus 

the process of determining an “affordable rate.”  Harrisonville is asking the Commission 

to look at current rates in what it describes as Verizon’s “more rural exchanges.”  

Petition, para. 6, p. 4.  The affordable rate for funded companies should not be the lowest 

rate in rural exchanges of carriers that are not seeking funding.  Rather, the focus should 

be on what is an appropriate affordable rate for end users served by carriers that are 

seeking funding. 

Finally, Harrisonville’s argument should be rejected because it is based on a 

fundamental misinterpretation of Section 254(b)(3) of TA96.  Harrisonville argues that 

“‘affordable rates’ be set at levels comparable to rates in urban areas” and that the rates 

from Verizon’s “more rural exchanges” are more comparable to what Harrisonville 

characterizes as Ameritech Illinois’ “urban rate” and national urban rates.  Petition, para. 
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8, p. 4.  This argument is flawed.  Section 254 requires rates to be “reasonably 

comparable.”  Harrisonville is mischaracterizing rates as being required to be 

“comparable,” not “reasonably comparable.”  “Reasonably comparable” certainly does 

not mean “identical.” 

For all of the above reasons, the Commission should reject Harrisonville’s 

petition to reopen the record on the Commission’s own motion.  If, however, the 

Commission were to reopen the issue in the manner requested by Harrisonville, then any 

party should be permitted to reintroduce evidence on what the affordable rate should be.  

Ameritech Illinois supported Staff’s proposed affordable rate of $24 for residential 

customers and $27 for business customers.  On rehearing several of the funded 

companies were successful in their motion to strike Ameritech Illinois’ testimony that 

these were more appropriate affordable rate levels than the rates of $22.23 or $20.39 that 

were being considered on rehearing.  If the proceeding is reopened, the issue should be 

open for all parties to submit any evidence on the appropriate affordable rate level.   

For all of the above reasons, Ameritech Illinois requests that Harrisonville's 

Petition be denied.   

 

Dated: January 30, 2002  Respectfully submitted, 
     Ameritech Illinois  
 
 

    ___________________________ 
    By one of its Attorneys 

 
Nancy J. Hertel    
Ameritech Illinois  
225 West Randolph, HQ25D    
Chicago, Illinois  60606    
(312) 727-4517 



 4

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 

 The undersigned certifies that a copy of the foregoing Response of Ameritech Illinois to 
Harrisonville Telephone Company’s Petition to Reopen on the Commission’s Own Motion was 
filed with the Commission via e-docket and served upon all parties electronically and via U.S. 
Mail on this 30th day of January 2002. 
 
      /s/Nancy J. Hertel 
      Nancy J. Hertel 
 
 
SERVICE LIST: 
 
 
  Dena Alo-Colbeck  
  Association of Communications Enterprises (ASCENT)  
  3220 Uddenberg Lane, Ste. 4  
  Gig Harbor WA 98335  
 

  
  Stephen Bartlett  
  Manager  
  Wabash Telephone Cooperative, Inc.  
  210 S. Church St.  
  PO Box 299  
  Louisville IL 62858-0299  
 

 
  Donald L Bell  
  Cass Telephone Company  
  #1 Redbud Rd.  
  Virginia IL 62691  
 

  
  Sean R Brady  
  Illinois Commerce Commission  
  160 N. LaSalle St., Ste. C-800  
  Chicago IL 60601-3104  
 

 
  Donna J Branson  
  Flat Rock Telephone Co-Op, Inc.  
  PO Box 147  
  104 N. Rundle St.  
  Flat Rock IL 62427  
 

  
  James T Coyle  
  President  
  Shawnee Telephone Company  
  PO Box 69  
  Equality IL 62934  
 

 
  Matt C Deering  
  Atty. for IL Independent Telephone Assoc.  
  Meyer Capel, a Professional Corporation  
  306 W. Church St., PO Box 6750  
  Champaign IL 61826-6750  
 

  
  Joseph E Donovan  
  Atty. for IL Telecommunications Assoc.  
  O'Keefe, Ashenden, Lyons & Ward  
  30 N. LaSalle St., Ste. 4100  
  Chicago IL 60602  
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  Clyde E Eskridge  
  Manager  
  Mid Century Telephone Cooperative  
  1055 W. Locust St.  
  PO Box 479  
  Canton IL 61520-0479  
 

  
  Troy A Fodor  
  Atty. for Intervenors  
  Troy A. Fodor, P.C.  
  913 S. Sixth St.  
  Springfield IL 62703  
 

 
  E. M Fulton  
  Atty. for Intervenors  
  Troy A. Fodor, P.C.  
  913 S. Sixth St.  
  Springfield IL 62703  
 

  
  John Gomoll  
  AT&T  
  222 W. Adams - Fl.15  
  Chicago IL 60606  
 

 
  Garret Gorniak  
  Illinois Commerce Commission  
  160 N. LaSalle St., Ste. C-800  
  Chicago IL 60601  
 

  
  Michael Guerra  
  Atty. for GTE North/South Incorporated  
  Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal  
  233 S. Wacker Dr.  
  Chicago IL 60606  
 

 
  Cheryl Hamill  
  AT&T Communications of Illinois, Inc.  
  222 W. Adams St., Ste. 1500  
  Chicago IL 60606  
 

  
  James R Hargrave  
  Asst. Vice President-Reg. & Govt. Affair  
  1312 E. Empire St.  (ILLLARA)  
  Bloomington IL 61701  
 

 
  Matthew L Harvey  
  Illinois Commerce Commission  
  160 N. LaSalle St., Ste. C-800  
  Chicago IL 60601-3104  
 

  
  Nancy J Hertel  
  Ameritech Illinois  
  Floor 25D  
  225 W. Randolph St.  
  Chicago IL 60606  
 

 
  Jeff Hoagg  
  Case Manager  
  Illinois Commerce Commission  
  527 E. Capitol Ave.  
  Springfield IL 62701  
 

  
  Todd Irish  
  President  
  LaHarpe Telephone Company  
  104 N. Center St.  
  PO Box 462  
  La Harpe IL 61450  
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  David A Irwin  
  Atty. for Moultrie Independent Telephone Company  
  Irwin, Campbell & Tannenwald, P.C.  
  1730 Rhode Island Ave., NW  
  Washington DC 20036  
 

  
  Kevin J Jacobsen  
  Executive Vice President  
  Egyptian Telephone Cooperative Association  
  1010 W. Broadway  
  PO Box 158  
  Steeleville IL 62288-0158  
 

 
  Henry T Kelly  
  Atty. for IL Public Telecommunications Assoc.  
  O'Keefe, Ashenden, Lyons & Ward  
  30 N. LaSalle St., Ste. 4100  
  Chicago IL 60602  
 

  
  Margaret T Kelly  
  Illinois Commerce Commission  
  9th Floor  
  160 N. LaSalle  
  Chicago IL 60601  
 

 
  Stephen D Minnis  
  General Atty.  
  Sprint Communications Company L.P.  
  8140 Ward Parkway, 5E  
  Kansas City MO 64114  
 

  
  Jennifer Moore  
  Illinois Commerce Commission  
  160 N. LaSalle St., Ste. C-800  
  Chicago IL 60601-3104  
 

 
  Patrick L Morse  
  908 W. Frontview  
  PO Box 199  
  Dodge City KS 67801-0199  
 

  
  Dennis K Muncy  
  Atty. for Petitioner  
  Meyer, Capel Law Firm  
  306 W. Church St.  
  PO Box 6750  
  Champaign IL 61826-6750  
 

 
  Joseph D Murphy  
  Atty. for IL Independent Telephone Assoc.  
  Meyer Capel, a Professional Corporation  
  306 W. Church St., PO Box 6750  
  Champaign IL 61826-6750  
 

  
  Nora A Naughton  
  Illinois Commerce Commission  
  160 N. LaSalle St., Ste. C-800  
  Chicago IL 60601  
 

 
  Grace Ochsner  
  General Manager  
  Reynolds Telephone Company  
  221 W. Main St.  
  PO Box 27  
  Reynolds IL 61279-0027  
 

  
  David E Parkhill  
  Executive Vice President  
  Hamilton County Telephone Co-Op  
  PO Box 40  
  Dahlgren IL 62828  
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  Melanie Patrick  
  Illinois Commerce Commission  
  527 E. Capitol Ave.  
  Springfield IL 62701  
 

  
  John E Rooney  
  Atty. for GTE North/South Incorporated  
  Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal  
  233 S. Wacker Dr.  
  Chicago IL 60606  
 

 
  Thomas Rowland  
  Atty. for XO Illinois, Inc.  
  Rowland & Moore  
  77 W. Wacker, STe. 4600  
  Chicago IL 60601  
 

  
  Walter M Rowland  
  Manager  
  Adams Telephone Cooperative  
  301 Rte. 94  
  PO Box 217  
  Golden IL 62339  
 

 
  Scott Rubins  
  Geneseo, Cambridge & Henry County Telephone Companies  
  PO Box 330  
  111 E. First St.  
  Geneseo IL 61254  
 

  
  David O Rudd  
  Director, State Government Relations  
  Gallatin River Communications L.L.C.  
  625 S. Second St., Ste. 103-D  
  Springfield IL 62704  
 

 
  Kevin Saville  
  Citizens Communications Company  
  2378 Wilshire Blvd.  
  Mound MN 55364  
 

  
  Robert W Schwartz  
  President  
  Madison Telephone Company  
  118 E. State St.  
  PO Box 158  
  Hamel IL 62046  
 

 
  Gary L Smith  
  Atty. for Intervenors  
  Loewenstein, Hagen & Smith, P.C.  
  1204 S. Fourth St.  
  Springfield IL 62703-2229  
 

  
  Greg Smith  
  GTE Service Corporation  
  1312 E. Empire St.  (ILLLARA)  
  Bloomington IL 61701  
 

 
  Jacqualyn Smith  
  McNabb Telephone Company  
  302 W. Main St.  
  PO Box 188  
  McNabb IL 61335  
 

  
  Jeffrey Stommen  
  109 Randolph St.  
  Brooklyn MI 49230  
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  Darrell Townsley  
  State Regulatory & Governmental Affairs  
  WorldCom, Inc.  
  205 N. Michigan Ave., 11th Floor  
  Chicago IL 60601  
 

  
  John F Ward Jr.  
  Atty. for IL Telecommunications Assoc.  
  O'Keefe, Ashenden, Lyons & Ward  
  30 N. LaSalle St., Ste. 4100  
  Chicago IL 60602  
 

 
  Michael W Ward  
  Atty. for Intervenors  
  Michael W. Ward, P.C.  
  1608 Barkley Blvd.  
  Buffalo Grove IL 60089  
 

  
  Norman T Welker  
  President  
  McDonough Telephone Cooperative  
  PO Box 359  
  Colchester IL 62326  
 

 
  Nancy Wells  
  AT&T  
  620 S. 5th St.  
  Springfield IL 62703  
 

  
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
     


